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Let the wicked forsake his way, and the unrighteous man his thoughts: 
and let him turn unto the Lord, and he will have mercy upon him; and 
to our God, for he will abundantly pardon, —IsALIAM 55: 7. 
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THE JUSTIFICATION OF FAITH. 


Mn. W. H. Lamaster, of Indianapolis, Indiana, will be remembered by 
our readers as the author of an excellent article which appeared in Vol. L, 
of the Fra under the title “How do we Think ;” and also by his article in 
the December number, Vol. IL, “What Agnosticism Is.” 

The gentleman seems to have been favorably impressed by the liberal 
spirit of the #ra in publishing in Vol. L, the series of articles “Religious 
Faiths,” by writers who were not “Mormons,” while the Fra is decidedly 
a Mormon publication; and since we were admitting to our pages the 
statements of religious faiths and systems other than our own, and that 
by writers of the respective faiths, he asked if there would be any objection 
to our publishing an article written by him on “What Agnosticism Is.” 
To which we replied that we could see no reason why we should not pub- 
lish the views of an agnostic as well as the statements of the various 
religious faiths; saying at the time, however, that we might “take the 
liberty to make some remarks by way of comment, tending to show how 
we, who have been reared in the midst of such evidences of the existence 
of God and the verity of religion, can never be influenced by agnosticism.” 
Mr. Lamaster readily consented to this arrangement, and hence the pub- 
lication of his article and these remarks with reference to it. 

The article in question states the negative crgéed— the position of the 
agnostic—admirably. It is temperate in spirit, amd respectfully salutes 
its antagonist, Faith, with whom, nevertheless, it announces in quiet tones 
its intention to wage a warfare. Agnosticism, too, as Mr. Lamaster states 
it, is presented in the bewitching garb of humility. She comes modestly 

orward saying in effect, “I don’t know; I don’t believe you know; or 
that anybody can know of the existence of God.” 
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It is because of these good qualities of the article that we believe it the 
more dangerous. The usual brutal tirade made by infidels against religion 
so offends the natural religious sentiment of the human mind that it at 
once repulses and destroys its own effectiveness because of its ribaldry 
and unnecessary blasphemy. But when Unbelief comes to us in a tem- 
perate spirit, respectfully states its case and modestly sets forth its doubts, 
it appeals to the Christian on his weakest side, and is likely to infuse 
doubt in the mind as to the very existence of God. It is for this reason 
that we think it necessary to point out what we regard as the unreason- 
ableness of the agnostic’s position, and especially how there is absolutely 
no justifiable reason for doubt as to the existence of God so far as Latter- 
day Saints are concerned. 

That we may have immediately before us the very heart of Mr. Lamas 
ter’s article, we quote his definitions: 


1. “An agnostic, as contradistinguished from a Greek gnostic—one who 
knows—is one who does not know.* 


2. “It (agnosticism) may be defined as a ‘theory of the unknowable, 
which assumes its most definite form in the dental of the possibility of any 
knowledge of God.’ And so the agnostic may be said to be one who does 
— claim, or profess to know of the existence of a supreme being called 


3. “Christianity, relying upon what it is pleased to call a divine revela- 
tion, says there is an infinite God, while agnosticism, having no other 
ide but reason, says, I do not know.’ Hence upon the one hand we 
nd the Christian professing to have a knowledge of the first and final 
causes of the universe, and 1 of this world and of the things 
in it; while Li the other is to be found the agnostic confessing his 
ignorance of all such things. 


4. “It is to be conceded that it is among the possibilities of the human 
mind not only to conceive but also to believe; and yet it is not to be 
denied that there are also certain boundary lines within which it may 
both conceive and believe, and beyond them it cannot go. That being 
true might we not enquire, how is the human mind—it being finite 
either to have a conception or a belief about things infinite? The human 
mind we know to be limited and consequently, as Sir William Hamilton 
says, it ‘can know only the limited, and the conditionally limited.’ There- 
fore as concerning things of the infinite (admitting there be an infinite 
— human mind can have neither a conception nor a belief of any kin 
whatever. 


5. With what is called divine revelation agnosticism has nothing 
whatever to do except it be to attack after the most scientific methods 
the weakness of its very foundation stone. It must, therefore, as it d 
dispute every claim that Christianity makes in favor of the doctrine o 
the divinity of the Jewish and Christian scriptures. Neither does it stop 
with these scriptures, but others, whether they be those of the Vedas or 
the Zend- Avesta, the Koran or the Book of Mormon, it weighs and meas- 
ures in the scales of science, and one and all of them it pronounces to be 
the productions of finite men instead of an infinite God.” 


In these paragraphs we have before us the definition of an agnostic; of 
agnosticism; the position of the Christian is stated so far as his reliance 
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upon divine revelation for his faith in the existence of God is concerned ; 
the ability of the human mind, both to conceive and believe, within cer- 
tain limits, is conceded. But owing to the finite power of the mind of 
man, denial is made of his power to have a conception or a belief of any 
kind whatever concerning the infinite; and, finally, the statement is made 
that agnosticism has nothing to do with what is called divine revelation 
except to attack its very foundation stone, and dispute, as it does, the 
claim of all alleged scriptures to divine authenticity, and pronounces them 
the productions of finite man. 

We understand the only argument in Mr. Lamaster’s paper to be: That 
as the mind of man is finite, he can neither conceive nor believe in the 
infinite; and therefore, man can neither conceive or believe in God. In 
addition to this statement, substantially found in paragraph four, above 
quoted, it is urged again and again throughout the paper under considera- 
tion, as witness the following: 


“Tt will not be denied that human beliefs as well as everything else 
about the human mind are relative. And if that be true, how is finite man 
to have any conception of, much less any real foundaticn whatever for, a belief 
in the existence of an infinite God? 


“Mr. Herbert Spencer says that ‘the infinite, the absolute, to be known 
at all must be classed,’ and adds, for it even ‘to be positively thought of, 
it must be thought of as such or such—as of this or that kind and then 
he inqui ‘Can it be like in kind to anything of which we have sensible 
experience?’ and wisely answers, ‘Obviously not.’ We must, therefore, 
admit then if there is an infinite God that we as finite beings can know no- 
thing whatever of his existence. 


“As man is a finite being and limited in knowledge as well as he is in 
everything else, there will ever be something of which he can know 
nothing whatever. It must therefore be the infinite being, if any at all, 
who is able to understand and to know all things. The finite one being 
circumscribed and limited, his knowledge must necessarily be also circum- 
scribed and limited, and therefore he is, his desires and ambitions to the 
contrary notwithstanding to know all things, an agnostic.” 


The reasonable, and, as we think, the effectual answer to all this would 
be: The Christian concedes that the human mind in its present state is 
limited in its knowledge, unable by its own powers to conceive or com- 
prehend the infinite. Nor does any theology that we know anything 
about, Catholic, Protestant, or “Mormon” claim for man the ability to 
circumscribe God, that is, to comprehend him entirely. Though, speaking 
for “Mormon” theology, we would not like to say, as some Catholics do, 
as quoted by Mr. Lamaster, that “a God understood would be no God at 
all;” for “Mormonism” holds out the hope that the time will come when 
we shall know God, we mean in the sense of comprehending him; and 
the mere fact of man coming to such knowledge will not dethrone the 
Almighty. But to continue our comment on Mr. Lamaster’s argument. 
We concede that the mind of man as to its knowledge in this state of 
existence is finite; unable clearly to comprehend the infinite. To the 
question of Zophar, the friend of Job—“Canst thou by searching find out 
God? Canst thou find out the Almighty unto perfection?’ we would be 
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compelled, perhaps, to answer in the negative. With Paul we would be 
obliged to exclaim—“How unsearchable are his judgments, and his ways 


past finding out!” 


But does all this make it impossible for God, the infinite, to reveal the fact 
of his existence? 


In e seupossible for God to reveal to man the fact that Deity is ine, 

And although the mind of man is finite, does it follow that he cannot be- 
lieve this truth which God reveals? 

Is it necessarily a law of logic that man cannot have a rational fatth in the 
existence, power, and injiniteness of any being or force unless it is being or 
force that he can fully comprehend? 


The answer to these questions must be a negative; and if such would be 
a reasonable answer, then, the difficulties suggested in Mr. Lamaster’s 
argument are removed. The matter would stand thus: The finite mind 
of man cannot by searching find out God It must be,” as Mr. Lamaster 
says “the infinite being, if any at all, who is able to understand and know 
all things.” But that infinite Being, understanding all things, among 
them his own infiniteness, certainly can, by revelation make known 
his existence to man, and can reveal to him the fact that God—that is, 
that he himself, is infinite. And if such are the limits of man’s under- 
standing that the quality of infiniteness is vague and somewhat beyond 
the power of his mind to grasp, he can at least believe in the fact which 
God, the Infinite, reveals to him. And a little reflection upon this phase 
of the subject will convince one that not only is it possible to believe in 
the existence of facts which the mind does not fully comprehend, but it is 
quite common for us todo so. The child in this way accepts the state- 
ments of the parent through quite a number of the years of its experience. 
In like manner the pupil accepts the statements of his teacher, and is 
gradually led along the pathway of knowledge. And why in like manner 
should not men and women who, after all, are but children of a larger 
growth, accept the statements of God's revelations to the effect that there 
is “a God in heaven who is infinite and eternal, from everlasting to ever- 
lasting, the same unchangeable God, the framer of heaven and earth and 
all things that are in them”? 

At the last analysis, then, the whole matter resolves itself into the 
question — has God by revelation made His existence known to man! Has 
He by revelation made known the fact that he is infinite? The traditions 
of humanity answer yes; the revelations of God in the Jewish scriptures 
answer yes. The works and laws of nature, too, bear strong, corroborative 
testimony to the affirmation of both tradition and revelation. 

The agnostic, however, will set all this aside and say the evidence for 
the alleged fact is not sufficient to warrant a positive conclusion, and he 
refases to accept probability as a sufficient basis for action in the matter 
of obeying the gospel. This attitude of the agnostic opens a large field 
for investigation and for discussion, but one, of course, altogether beyond 
anything contemplated in this article. All we promised to ourselves in 
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this paper was merely to point out the inconsistency of the agnostic’s 
chief argument based upon the inability of the finite to comprehend the 
infinite; and to show if we could that, to say the least, it is a remarkable 
conclusion the agnostic arrives at when he says from his premises that 
“tf there is an infinite God . wee as finite beings can know nothing 
whatever of his existence /” } 
If we have made the unreasonableness of this conclusion clear, we have 
well nigh reached the limit of the task proposed to ourselves. We would 
only say in addition that to the testimony of the universal traditions of 
mankind for the existence of God; to the testimony of the revelations of 
the Jewish scriptures for the same great truths; to the corroborative 
testimony of the works of nature—Mormons add the testimony of the 
Nephite scriptures, the Book of Mormon, a whole volume of revelation, 
from which the testimonies of the prophets and seers of sleeping nations 
speak to the men of this generation; testifying to the existence of God; 
declaring that he is infinite and eternal and the creator of the heavens 
and the earth. Nor do the witnesses which the Mormons have end even 
here; for to a prophet in this generation, so Mormons believe, God has 
revealed Himself. Joseph Smith, a holy Prophet, the Lord's mouth-piece 
to the world in this new dispensation of the gospel—stood in the presence 
of God and conversed with Him as a man may speak with his friend; and 
he came from the excellence of God’s presence with a message to the 
world, which message is the fullness of the gospel of Jesus Christ, includ- 
ing divine authority to administer the ordinances of the gospel. | 
This last witness for God we have within our reach. If we did not 
know Him personally many of our fathers and friends did; so that we 


have his pretensions to having received a divine revelation from God 


within our reach for investigation, for analysis. His life is one with 
which we may be well acquainted, and we may know whether or not it 
was consistent with the claims he makes. 

When it is remembered, then, that in addition to all the testimony that 
Christianity at large has, the Latter-day Saints add the testimony of many 
of the prophets who lived in America from the most ancient times; and 
to that the testimony of righteous men who live in their own day, it will 
be readily observed that they have double the evidence for the existence 
of God that the so-called Christian world has, and hence, as we believe, a 
more profound faith in his existence—and hence also less cause for agnos- 
ticism or unbelief. 

Moreover, Joseph Smith held out the encouragement to all men that by 
compliance with the will of God, they too, as well as himself, might learn 
from the same divine source the knowledge of God for themselves. Hence 
the matter of having faith in the existence of God, and somewhat of a 
knowledge of His character and attributes, is placed upon a better founda- 
tion than mere probability by the servants of God; for not only did 
Joseph Smith place this matter upon a basis where men might know for 
themselves of the fact of God’s existence, but other servants of the 
and even the Lord Himself, placed it upon this basis. Jesus said: If 
yo will do the will of the Father ye shall know of the doctrine, whether I 
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speak of myself or of him that sent me.” And to know the truth of the 
“doctrine” which Jesus taught, would be to know God, for His doctrine 
taught the existence of God, the Father, and Himself as the Son of God. 

All this, however, will doubtless be set aside by the agnostic. He will 
still say that the evidence for the facts for which theists contend is still 
insufficient; and the testimony of Joseph Smith and other modern 
prophets will be set aside with the same ease with which the testimonies 
of the Jewish prophets are set aside. But we refer to it, nevertheless, to 
show that so far as the Latter-day Saints are concerned, they stand in the 
midst of such a cloud of witnesses that there is no place for unbelief in 
their hearts; no place for agnosticism, so far as the existence of God and 
some knowledge of His character and attributes are concerned. And 
while the testimony may not be sufficient to lead all men to accept the 
truth, it will, nevertheless, continue to appeal to very many of both men 
and women and they will receive it, and by these witnesses their feet will 
be kept in the way of faith.— B. H. Roperts, in the Improvement Era. 


— —— — — — 


ACKNOWLEDGING THE HAND OF GOD. 


Arter the naval battle off Santiago de Cuba, which occurred on July 
3rd, 1898, and in which the Spanish fleet was destroyed, Captain J. W. 
Philip of the American battleship Teras, is reported to have addressed his 
officers and crew in these words. 

“T wish to make confession that I have implicit faith in God and in the 
officers and crew of the Teras, but my faith in you is secondary only to 
my faith in God. We have seen what He has done for us, in allowing us 
to achieve so great a victory, and I want to ask you all, or at least every 
man who has no scruples, to uncover his head with me and silently offer 
a word of thanks to for His goodness toward us all.” 

Some of the religious papers of the country make some comments on 
this pleasing incident of the present war—the acknowledgment of divine 
aid made by Captain Philip. One religious journal says: “Itis gratify- 
ing to read the testimonials to the Christian character of prominent 
officers of the army and navy. Men are made braver through faith in 
God and belief in His direction and care.” | 

The same paper states that Admirals Sampson and Dewey, Commodore 
Watson and Lieutenant Hobson are all religious men; and it rejoices over 
the fact that President McKinley has recently shown anew his sincere 
religious character by issuing the proclamation calling upon the people 
to offer up thanksgiving to God for victory, and prayer for protection to 
our soldiers and the restoration of peace to the land. 

It is indeed gratifying to know these facts. It gives reassurance that 
belief in God is still maintained by a great many honorable men through- 
out the nation, notwithstanding the assertion that infidelity is so preva- 
lent. It substantiates the claim that nearly all men who labor for the 
good of humanity are believers in Deity. The testimony of Captain 
Philip is one more to add to the many acknowledgments which distin- 
guished men have made to the overruling hand of Providence in the 
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affairs of humanity. Columbus believed that he was inspired of Heaven 
to perform the work he accomplished. Washington was a devoutly religi- 
ous man, and had great faith in prayer. Gladstone was a strong Christian 
believer, and always stood in defense of faith in divinity. Stanley, the 
African explorer, frankly acknowledges that the Lord miraculously pre- 
served and provided for him in his perilous travels. 

History will show that hundreds of noted men who have sought to 
benefit mankind by their works have attributed their success to the help 
they received from on high. If their history were known it would be 
found that many thousands more, whose deeds are not recorded on earth, 
but who have helped to benefit the world, were free to admit that God in- 
spired and aided them in their noble efforts to do good. 

Without faith in God there can be but little inducement for men to 
devote their lives unselfishly for the good of others. The applause of their 
fellowmen may stimulate some to deedsof valor. But many of the noblest 
and bravest deeds that men have done have failed to receive the praise 
they merited while the performers were living.—Juventle Instructor. 


MANHOOD MAXIMS. 


No man can ever rise above that at which he aims.—Hopaz. 

The finest fruit earth holds up to its Maker is a finished man.—HvuMsBo pr. 

When God does His best work He needs the best men to help Him.— 
GrorcE E Lior. 

The noblest theme that can occupy the intellect of man is man’s 1 
to God.— WEBSTER. 

A man can never be a true gentleman in manner until he is a true 
gentlemen at heart.— DICKENS. 

The greatest men have been those who have cut their way to success 
through difficulties. —RoBERTSON. 

A man living amid the advantages and activities of the nineteenth cen- 
tury is a condensed Methusaleh.— CHAIN. 

A man behind the times is apt to speak ill of them, on the principle that 
nothing looks well from behind.— Homes. 

We must be as courteous to a man as to a picture, which we are willing 
to give the advantage of a good light.— Emerson. 

The best of men and the most earnest workers will make enough of mis- 
takes to keep them humble. Thank God for mistakes and take courage.— 
Moopy. 

Oh! be something in life, do something, aim at something; not some- 
thing great, but something good; not something _— but something 
serviceable; not leaves, but fruit.—FarRar. 

Show me the men you honor; I know by that ae bin than any 
other, what kind of a man you are yourself; for you shew me what your 
ideal of manhood is, what kind of a man you long to be.—CARLYLE. 
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MAN DESIGNED FOR HAPPINESS. 


In the Book of Mormon, chapter 2, Second Book of Nephi and 25th 
verse, we read the following: “Adam fell that men might be; and men 
are, that they might have joy.” That this is the true design of man’s ex- 
istence seems evident by all that has been revealed in all ages of the world 
through the mouths of the prophets. All laws and commandments of 
God given to men, if carried out strictly, would tend to the advancement 
of humanity along those lines that lead to peace and happiness. On the 
contrary, the violation of those laws and commandments has brought 
misery, degradation and woe to every nation or people who indulged in 
the same. 

John, the beloved disciple tells us “God is love” and that “God so loved 
the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever believeth 
in him should not perish, but have everlasting life.” Is it possible that a 
being possessing such love could have any other desire towards His chil- 
dren than their welfare and happiness? 

Earthly parents, although yet imperfect in this attribute of love, will 
often sacrifice all things, even life itself, for the protection and welfare of 
their children; then how much more will our Heavenly Father, who pos- 
sesses love in perfection, do to promote the happiness of his offspring! 

Many of the human family believe that in order to enjoy the greatest 
felicity in the future state, it is necessary that they should punish them- 
selves in this life, and consequently they deny themselves all the joys, 
innocent or otherwise, that this world affords; this is not confined to the 
heathen but many who profess Christianity believe in and practice this 
unscriptural and unreasonable doctrine. 

The following are a few of the many passages from the Bible that give 
evidence of the design of the Almighty in this regard: “Thou wilt shew 
me the path of life: in thy presence is fulness of joy; at thy right hand 
there are pleasures for evermore.” (Psalm 16: 11.) 

“Restore unto me the joy of thy salvation!” (Psalm 51: 12.) 

„O let the nations be glad and sing for joy!” (Psalm 67: 4.) 

„The meek also shall increase their joy in the Lord, and the poor among 
men shall rejoice in the Holy One of Israel.” (Isa. 29: 19.) 

“Thou hast been faithful over a few things, [ will make thee ruler over 
many things: enter thou into the joy of thy lord.” (Matt. 25: 31.) 
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“These things have I spoken unto you, that my joy might remain in 
you, and that your joy might be full.“ (John 15: 11.) 

And ye now therefore have sorrow: but I will see you again, and your 
heart shall rejoice, and your joy no man taketh from you.” (John 16: 22.) 

“For the kingdom of God is not meat and drink: but righteousness, and 
peace, and joy in the Holy Ghost.” (Rom. 14: 17.) 

“The fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace,” etc. (Gal. 5: 22.) 

“The way of the transgressors is hard,” because misery is the natural 
result of sin, and none can escape the consequences of their misdeeds. 
The only relief is sincere repentance and receiving remission through 
the plan God has appointed. 

The Lord in His mercy has offered this plan to his children under the 
name of the Gospel, which, Paul says, “Is the power of God unto salvation 
to every one that believeth,” which is only another way of saying that it 
is the power of God that leadeth to eternal, unlimited joy; and it brings 
joy in this world as well as in the world to come. 

Although happiness is the ultimate design of the Lord for his children, 
they cannot attain it unconditionally, because that would be leaving out 
the agency and responsibility of man; but every soul is left free to choose 
whether he will take the narrow way that leads to life or the broad road 
that leads to destruction and misery. Herein is the justice of God, that 
every individual will have himself to blame if he does not attain to that 
degree of salvation and joy that His Father has placed within His reach ; 
He has not only placed it within reach, but has given specific directions 
through His Son and the holy Prophets by which men may know how to 
obtain that joy which is so desirable. 

In order to prepare for happiness in the world to come, it is not neces- 
sary that men should relinquish all the pleasures of this life, but, on the 
contrary, men should practice the art of happiness here preparatory 
the life to come. : 

It is possible that men under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit can, by 
constant practice, so control their feelings, thoughts and desires as to 
leave no room for thoughts that irritate the soul. 

Whenever thoughts that cause uneasiness of mind or those that might 
lead to evil temptation present themselves, they should immediately be 
banished or substituted by thoughts that are pure and elevating. 

By constant practice in this the power will grow stronger, and every 
successful exertion will make it easier, so that in time the mind will act 
in that direction without special effort, and will admit only such thoughts as 
will conduce to the happiness and elevation of the individual. 

On the contrary, when the mind is allowed to dwell on the troubles and 
cares of life or on thoughts that debase, that habit becomes second nature 
and so strongly fixed as to require a superhuman effort to overcome; but 
it should be plain to every one that no unalloyed happiness can come to 
any person who allows such thoughts to occupy the mind. 

Thoughts are the germs from which actions spring, and if they be good 
they will bring forth actions that will fill the heart with satisfaction and 
joy, and the fruitage will be exaltation in the Kingdom of Heaven; while 
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evil thoughts will develop into evil actions and cause remorse and misery, 
and will lead to that place where there is “weeping and wailing and 
gnashing of teeth.” 

As the fruits of the earth cannot come toa perfect and full development 
without the benign influence of the warmth and light of the sun, neither 
can the fruitage of faith and good works be brought to a full development 
without the divine inspiration of the Holy Spirit which is promised as a 
result of obedience to the laws and ordinances of the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ. A. W. 


“THE MACEDONIAN CRY!” 


To the loving student of the New Testament, which includes the merid- 
ian inception land progress of Christ—teaching, or “Christianity,” there 
is nothing more striking than its phenomenal success; as a miracle it 
surpasses all others, it was itself the grandest, for it was but a very few 
years from the time “when the common people heard its founder gladly,” 
to the time when “every nation under heaven” heard the word, by the 
scattering of the believers through the persecution under Saul; originally 
confined to Jesus and His kindred, its dissemination became near univer- 
sal after that wonderful manifestation which came when they were 
“dwelling at Jerusalem, Jews (and) devout men out of every nation under 
heaven!” Acts 2: 9, 10, 11. 

These also carried far and wide a more or less complete story of the 
wonderful new Teacher, the then crucified yet risen Nazarene. 

The sneering question once asked, “Have any of the Pharisees believed 
on him?” had a strange sound in contrast with a later conclusion, “If we 
let this man alone all men will believe on him, and the Romans will take 
away our place and nation; and the still later one indicating growing com- 
motion and wonder, for when “Paul and Silas visited Thessalonica, (now 
Saloniea and the largest town in European Turkey next to Constantinople) 
the leading men having heard aforetime of this “strange sect” exclaimed, 
“The men that have turned the world upside down have come hither 
also.” There is the culmination of mingled curiosity, indignation, hatred, 
mistrust and unbelief. Nevertheless all that had been predicted was ful- 
filled, as “mightily grew the Word of God and prevailed,” until the Mace- 
donian cry of “come over and help us,” was the ringing prophecy of an 
assured triumph, even when that was secured after an outward manifesta- 
tion of misapprehended defeat. 

It is marvellous how “history repeats itself ;” he was an observant phil- 
osopher who saw the curronts of divine purpose beneath the floods or 
shallows of an outward seeming; yet faith has often hoped against hope, 
because it had its “evidence of things not seen.” 

In the darkest days of the Prophet Joseph’s history, he found consola- 
tion in this, when almost “all forsook him and fled;“ he knew that the 
work which God established through him “should never be thrown down, 
or given to another people,” and the brightest spots of his life’s struggles 
were when success crowned the labors of his faithful few. Brigham and 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


LATTER-DAY SAINTS MILLENNIAL STAR. 91 


Heber, Parley and Orson, and John and Wilford, Lorenzo and Erastus, 
George A. and Willard, these were the faithful men who carried the Lamp 
of Truth into the dark places of the earth, having heard in the Spirit, 
that same wonderful Macedonian cry, “Come over and help us,” for we 
are in need. 

To-day beyond any late parallel we hear the same absorbing cry, not a 
district in England, [reland or Wales, but needs and would absorb a large 
number more of “able ministers of the word; Switzerland, Germany and 
Holland each echoes the same inspiring sound; while letters of enquiry 
come from sources the most distant and most unexpected places asking, 
“Who will show us any good?” or “to whom is the arm of the Lord re- 
vealed ?” 

Some good angel has certainly “come down and troubled the waters,” 
and even the evil ones who devised persecution have been foiled, and this 
evidences the fulfillment of predictions made in the Temple of our God. 

Traveling among the Conferences, familiarizing ourselves with the Mis- 
sion Elders, has been indeed a glorious revelation, we have found them 
earnest, studious, industrious, devoted lovers of their work, and our God 
cannot help but give His blessing, where so much peace, harmony, obedience 
and zeal are exhibited as we have found in the ranks of the young Elders 
from God’s Zion on the earth. “Praise the Lord all ye nations, and let 
His people everywhere give thanks!” N. 


A VISrTr.— President Lyman visited the Manchester Conference on the 
4th inst., for the monthly meeting of the Priesthood, and in the latter part 
of the day went to Heywood, where the Saints had fitted a nice room for 
future services; the occasion was considered worthy of a gathering and 
celebration, which was carried out with a good degree of that enthusiasm 
which speaks well for the enterprise of the Saints. 

Sunday morning, Brother Lyman attended Sunday school in Oldham 
and meeting in the afternoon, this, including an evening meeting in 
Manchester and return to Liverpool by late train, was like putting in a 
good and profitable day. 

The halls occupied in these three places are quite respectable, and it is 
pleasant to note how much better such places seem to harmonize with the 
refining influence of the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 


SuppEN.—The late death of Mr. James Linforth, in San Francisco, of 
paralysis, brings to mind a thousand things of early experience in the 
Church, he having been an active member thereof and bookkeeper in the 
Liverpool Office for many years. Deceased emigrated to Utah in 1856, 
and moved from thence to San Francisco during the prospect of collision 
between Utah and the United States. , 

The writer visited him in 1898 and considered him failing, though active, 
unlikely at least to pass away from the cause indicated ; a wife, daughter 
two sons, with many friends mourn his unexpected departure. 


THanks.—A Lover of Truth transmits from Dunstable, Beds., England, 
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to Elder J. W. West, twenty shillings for the good of the Church in that 
district: “There is that giveth and yet increaseth,” and a new prophet is 
not needed to say that this unknown donor shall “in no wise lose a full 
reward.” 


APpPpRECIATIVE.—Pleasant letters are to hand from our devoted friend 
Wm. Eddington of the Salt Lake “Old Folks” Committee, also from Mrs. 
Wm. Jennings, domiciled at present in the gay and giddy city of Paris. 


A VIsrr.— President Merrill of the Liverpool Conference has been a 
welcome visitor at 42.“ The coming “Palmer and Anderson” lecture, and 
a desirable extension of the work in Liverpool, are the objects of the visit. 


Goop Nrews.—President West of the London Conference reports an 
eminently satisfactory condition in his diocese; there are many enquirers 
and a general awakening all round! 


Pres. Peter Loutensock of the German Mission and Elder L. W. Snow, 
having been released to return home, made a call at “42” before embarking. 


Argrvats.—The following named Missionaries from Zion arrived in 
Liverpool on the American Line s.s. Penaland, on Febuary 5, 1898. 

For the British Mission—J. H. Frisby, Snowflake, Arizona; Heber H. 
Davis, Salt Lake City; Heber Austin, Lehi; Geo. O. Webb, Richmond; 
Frank Jacobs, Lehi. For the German Mission—J. Richard Hart, Mont- 
pelier, Idaho. For the Scandinavian Mission—John Petersen, Ovid, Idaho. 


APpPporInTMENTs.—J. H. Frisby has been appointed to labor as a Travel- 
ing Elder in the Leeds Conference. 

Heber H. Davis and Heber Austin have been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the Norwich Conference. 

Geo. O. Webb and Frank Jacobs have been appointed to labor as 
Traveling Elders in the Newcastle Conference. 


THE CHURCHES AND FOREIGN MISSIONS. 


A RELIGIovs journal of New York, in a recent issue contains an article 
which furnishes some statistics concerning foreign mission work performed 
by a number of dominant churches of the United States. The writer of 
the article says that “foreign missions furnish the truest test of genuine 
unselfishness, which is only another name for Christianity.” The number 
of American ministers sent to foreign fields by these churches is given as 
follows by this writer: Presbyterians, 226; Baptists, 162; Methodists, 190; 

Congregationalists, 174; Protestant Episcopal Church, 28. 
In proportion to the great numerical strength and the immense income 
of these wealthy churches, this is indeed a very poor showing. The total 
number of missionaries sent abroad by these five churches combined is 
considerably less than half the number sent by the Church of Jesus Christ 
of Latter-day Sainte—a Church very much smaller in number than either 
one of them.—Juvensle Instructor. 
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UTAH ITEMS. 


The half dozen woollen factories of Utah all ran full time last season. 

Another big shipment of Utah flour to China will be made in the near 
future. 

Between ten and eleven million bushels of wheat were produced in Utah 
last harvest. 

The wholesale jobbing trade of Salt Lake City last year exceeded thir- 
teen million dollars. 

The total assessment on all property in the State is estimated at over 
one hundred millions. 

Subscriptions amounting to nearly $10,000 have been pledged for stock 
in the proposed Salt Palace. 

The sugar product of the two factories was near twelve million pounds. 
Cost of factories was over one million dollars. 

The ice harvest on Utah lake is in full blast. The product this year is 
beautifully clear and about twenty inches thick. 

The old folks, widows, orphans and deaf mutes were made happy with 
their annual delightful ‘entertainment at the Theater. 

The Utah Pioneer Jubilee commission has presented to the salt palace 
project all the jubilee floats on hand, valued at $9.000. 

The new Latter-day Saint meeting house at Laie, Hawaiian islands, is to 
be dedicated during the visit there of President Joseph F. Smith. 

Utah leads in all moral, material and spiritual forces that go to make a 
nation—a nation of live, progressive and appreciative men and women. 

The mineral output of Utah for 1898, which included simply gold, silver, 
lead and copper, reached a total value of nine and a quarter million dollars. 

The Union Light and Power Co. of Utah, is one of the largest electric com- 
binations in the world, light and power being supplied from long distances, 
water furnishing the motor. 

At the commencement of this year there were over one thousand seven 
hundred Latter-day Saints’ missionaries scattered over the face of the 
globe preaching the Gospel. 

During the year 1898 there were 607 deaths in Salt Lake City, 331 males 
and 276 females. On a basis of 70,000 population, the annual death rate 
was 8.674 per cent of the population. 

The best location for the salt palace in Salt Lake City is agitating the 
minds of the committee appointed to arrange matters generally. Some 
are in favor of Pioneer square, while others name Liberty park. The 
former will probably be selected. 

Last year, 1898, 932 missionaries left their homes in Zion to preach the 
gospel in distant regions. Of these 582 remained in the United States, 10 
labored in Manitoba, 281 went to Europe and 59 were scattered among the 
Archipelagoes of the Pacific ocean. Of the above total 27 were ladies. 
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BURIED MONARCH SEEN AGAIN. 


As a sequel to his discovery of the tomb of King Thothmes III, at 
Thebes, M. Loret, director general of the antiquities department, has dis- 
covered and opened the tomb of Amenophis II, a king of the eighteenth 
dynasty, who reigned some 1,500 years B. C. The find is among the most 
interesting ever made in Egypt, as, although the jewelry, etc., were rifled 
from the tomb probably during the twentieth dynasty; the mummies of 
Amenophis and of seven other kings are intact. The tomb is entered by 
a steep inclined gallery, which terminates in a well of some twenty-six 
feet in depth, and, this obstacle surmounted, the entrance to the kings’ 
sepulchre, is reached. 

In the first chamber the body of a man is found bound to a richly 
painted boat, his arms and feet tied with cords, a piece of cloth stuffed 
as a gag into his mouth, and marks of wounds on the breast and head. 
In the next chamber are laid out the bodies of a man, a woman and a boy. 
None of the four bodies have been embalmed, but owing to the dryness 
of the atmosphere they are all in the most complete state of preservation, 
with the features perfect; and although they evidently met with violent 
deaths, they have the appearance of being asleep. The hair upon each is 
luxuriant, and the features resemble to a marked degree those of the fella- 
hin of the present day. 

The king’s tomb is a chamber of magnificent proportions in perfect 
preservation. The roof, which is supported by massive square columns, 
is painted a deep blue; studded with golden stars, and the walls are 
entirely covered with paintings, the colors of which are as vivid as if laid 
on only yesterday. At the end of this chamber, in an excavation sunken 
several feet below the level of the rest of the floor, is the sarcophagus of 
the king, placed upon a massive rock of alabaster. The sarcophagus is on 
sandstone artificially colored a bright rose hue, and contains the mummy 
intact, with chaplets of flowers around the feet and neck. 

In a smal) chamber to the right are nine mummies, two of them bearing 
no names and the others those of the Kings Thothmes IV, Amenophis II. 
Set Nakht, Seti II (supposed to have been the Pharaoh of the Exodus), 
Rameses IV, Rameses VI and Rameses VIII, who all reigned between 
about 1500 and 1550 B.C. The tomb is that of Amenophis II, for whom 
it was built, and is supposed to have been opened later to receive the 
mummies of the other kings, probably to save them from violation. The 
floors of all the chambers are covered with a mass of objects—statues, 
vases, wooden models of animals, boats, etc., requiring immense care in 
sorting for removal. 

The whole constitutes one of the most impressive sights that can be 
imagined. For the first time on record the body of an Egyptian king has 
been found in the tomb prepared for him, as previously discovered royal 
mummies had been removed from their tombs and secreted for safety at 
Deir el Bahari. Possibly this discovery of the bodies of murdered victims 
in a king’s tomb may throw some light upon the vexed _— of human 
sacrifices which now divides Egyptologists. 
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The public works ministry has requested M. Loret to remove only the 
smaller objects and to leave the mummies and bodies in their present 
place. The entrance to the tomb will then be built up until next winter, 
when iron railings may be placed to prevent injury from touching by 
visitors, while affording them the unique sight of the lying in state of a 
king who reigned over 3,400 years ago.—London Times. 


POETRY. 
THE LITTLE BROWN COT. 


A little browa cot on the crest of the hill, 
With a vine covered porch and a half hidden seat, 
Which said, Here is peace? while all quiet and still, 
The valley in beauty spread far from the feet! 


’T was sunset and Sabbath, the door opened wide, 
And a soft mellow voice, with an organ, was heard, 
It fell on the ear like the loved rippling tide, 
The shores of old ocean in music hath stirred. 


That home came from toil which true love had inspired, 
"Twas a nest fer the bird, nay a shrine for the bride, 
God-given, yet culled by a soul that enquired 
For wisdom divine as a blessing and guide. 


When time like a day-dream had noted two years, 
From Eternity’s realms came a beautiful boy; 
The mother looked upward through sanctified tears 

To One, dedicating her first-fruits with joy. 


The Father, the Elder, the Saint, all the man 
Grandly echoed the thought of his loving brave wife; 

They named him for Joseph,“ his blessing thus ran, 
„He shall preach the Gospel, to it give his life.“ 


Unlooked for death came to that circle one day, 
"Twas an accident, some said; twas sad at the best, 
Yet John was prepared, and submissive alway, 
He passed, full of faith, to the land of the blest. 


Fall stalwart in body, and true in his heart, 
To manhood grew Joseph, his proud mother’s stay; 
The Priesthood ne’er called, but he willing would start 
On lines of loved duty by night or by day. 


Cheerful and honest, ever ready, no thought 
»Vond the ward where in action his spirit outshone; 
When a summons (Box B) surprised, all unsought, 
Could He take a mission to nations unknown?” 


„Well, yes! But my mother! To whom can she look?” 
**Since the Heavens called father, we two have been one; 
In prayers one, in worship, in toil, in each book, 
„She is a good mother,—I, her only son.” 
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